Draft Minutes of the Colston Bassett Parish Council Meeting 
held ONLINE via Zoom from 1900hrs on Monday 18 January 2021

M721) 
i) Those Present
Cllr J Mcguirk (Chair), Cllr D Clark (Vice-Chair),






Cllr R Jackson, Cllr N Goddard, Cllr J Jennings

ii) In Attendance
NCC Cllr N Clarke, RBC Cllr T Combellack, 




CBPC Clerk N Mayglothling




One Member of the Public

iii) Apologies for Absence
Cllr S Manea-Nelken
M722)
Declarations of Interest in matters listed for consideration


None were offered
M723)
Consideration of the Minutes of 14 December 2020.
Proposed by Cllr Mcguirk, Seconded by Cllr Goddard, Council resolved to accept the Minutes of 14 December 2020 as presented.

For the convenience of the attending member of the public, Council agreed Item 8c be considered at this point; that item is recorded in these Minutes in agenda order.

M724)
Matters Arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 14 December 2020
a) Hedges in Sandpit Hollow (M686b)



Cllr Mcguirk
No further update from local residents, so Cllr Mcguirk will recontact them 
b)  Community Asset Status (M693 ii)



Cllr Jennings
Cllr Jennings repeated advice to maintain a watching brief and this was agreed
c)  Website update (M698/ii)




Clerk
Whilst the replacement website frame was complete and essential date loaded, issues of an attack of service and now broken linkages were causing technical issue that the Clerk was pursuing with the provider,

d)  New Oaks (M685/iv) (Cricket Meadow near Smite Culvert)
Clerk

With the support of the Le Marchant Estate, another ten new English Oaks had been planted by the Streetwise Team adjacent to the Smite Culvert and Cricket Pitch. The Council thanked Cllr Combellack on behalf of RBC for the continued promotion of this scheme which has now seen 30 oaks added to the village over the last three years. 

e) Jubilee Walk (M716/C/iii) Tree maintenance & new stakes
Clerk

Council had previously supported funding maintenance work required to upgrade & replace supportive tree-stakes on Jubilee Walk. This was completed by two volunteer parishioners (Messrs Lambert & Fletcher), who were thanked for their efforts & Cllr D Clark confirmed that due accounts with Musson Fencing had also been settled
e)  Flooding (M691): “Centre”, Harby Lane & Highways response Cllr Mcguirk)
Council NOTED incidents of flooding on Harby Lane on 23/24 December & again on Harby & Bunison Lanes on 9/10 January. Cllrs Clarke & Combellack were thanked for their support of local residents in helping prevent bow-wash flooding along Harby Lane and for also photographing & reporting the matter on to NCC VIA Highways. The Clerk also reported contact on behalf of Ruth Edwards MP, whose support for trying to mitigate flooding issues in Colston Bassett and in several other Rushcliffe parishes is much appreciated. It was suggested that a multi-agency approach, possibly best initiated or co-ordinated by our MP, may offer the most effective way forward in tackling and responsibility-dodging and this was SUPPORTED by Council, as each Agency in turn has looked to other agencies to take responsibility / a lead in providing (and funding) solutions. The Clerk would also follow up on suggestions that locals try to ensure drai8nage flows / grates are kept clear, with a noted problem being the amount of detritus, straw & mud falling from passing large vehicles & trailers.
M725)
i)
Nottinghamshire County Council


NCC Cllr N Clarke 
a) NCC Highways; speed-limit scheme on Hall Lane
Cllr Clarke reported that consideration was ongoing, but that given a low incidence of reported accidents / incidents this stretch of road may not meet a high enough threshold against the criteria for funding support in the new financial year, but Cllr Clarke was still trying to push for adoption of a speed reduction along Hall Lane.

ii)
Rushcliffe Borough Council



RBC Cllr T Combellack
a) RBC Planning Enforcement Policy & Scrutiny

The issue of Local Planning was progressing to the Scrutiny Committee in relation to active and effective Enforcement procedures. Cllr Combellack thanked the Parish Council for having already commented on the many issues relating to Local Planning, especially with regard to Conservation Areas. Th Parish Council also extended thanks to RBC Cllr Roger Upton, RBC Portfolio Holder for Local Planning, for leading moves to introduce a Planning Enforcement Policy. The Parish Council had raised that it should be a requirement, rather than just an option, for Planning Enforcement to be delivered in all Conservation Areas. 
b) Vale of Belvoir Conservation Area / AONB Campaign

Support and comments are still being gathered, but nothing is yet scheduled for Parliamentary Debate, at which level the establishment of new Protected Areas is considered. 

M726)
Local Covid 19 Update




Cllr D Clark
Cllr David Clark reported that the support bubbles and ancillary back up support all continued to operate well. The distribution of Festive “goody bags” over the largely-locked-down holiday-period had been particularly well received, and The Clerk gave notice of several letters of thanks that had been received on behalf of Council. Cllrs Clarke and Combellack also offered support as required to this project.
Flooding along Bunison Lane had seen concern over the potential of foul-water in houses & Severn Trent would be contacted as appropriate if this became a recurrent issue inside houses.

Cllr David and Mrs Jane Clark were thanked for all their ongoing work supporting village parishioners, and Council RESOLVED to fund further schemes if advanced in this context, including the potential for annual “smile raisers” as appropriate.
M727)
Village Hall Management Committee Update

Cllr Jackson
Cllr Jackson had circulated an update report ahead of the meeting, highlighting that school use remained ongoing, that the bank-registration situation was hopefully nearing resolution, and that the Hall Committee were meeting soon to discuss restarting the 100 Club and to plan for general re-opening when allowed.
M728)
Planning






Cllr Goddard
a) New Planning Applications


i) 20/01875/FUL “Canal” Riding School
Council NOTED their SUPPORT for this application (online consultation)

ii) TBC
The Elms, Springhill 
(application re-submitted, proposals pending)

As no application had yet been displayed on the RBC Planning Portal discussion on this re-submission / new proposal was deferred.

b) Council NOTED outcomes of recent Applications
CBPC

RBC
i) 20/02554/FUL Agricultural workers dwelling Hills Farm
Supported
Approved
ii)   20/02456/FUL single storey extension Chestnut Cottage
Supported
Conditional
iii)  20/02422/LBC Internal updating The Old Vicarage

Supported 
Pending
c) School Lane Development and Rushcliffe Planning & Enforcement
Cllr Goddard noted that serious discussions with RBC Planning and Enforcement with regard to this project were ongoing. Communication had also been received from the Project Developer. In the circumstances Council agreed to NOTE the listed potential issues that were being raised with RBC Planning and await responses from RBC Planning before entering into further discussion on the matter; as no additional permissions or applications for alteration had been notified to the Parish Council it was considered inappropriate to discuss what may or may not be later advanced, as such pre-discussion could potentially render Council compromised on future planning applications / variance requests, as each application is judged on merit on submission. It was also NOTED that local Parishioners & the Parish Council had not received response or acknowledgement of earlier enquiries made to RBC Planning & Enforcement, a matter which will be further pursued with RBC.

Issues of Concern raised with RBC Planning in relation to this project included:
i) Apparent Breach of Planning Consent: Removal of street-wall
ii) Apparent absence of evidence of Archaeological Watching Brief
iii) Publicity for garage, not within the Granted Planning Permission
iv) Felling of Chestnut Tree (T21) proceeding (lawfully) due to failure of RBC to respond to Developers application within stated time period.
d) The Knoll. Erection of (Internal) Fencing and potential Street Scene harm.
Concern was noted over the erection of further security-style fencing with CCTV warning signs at The Knoll, causing further harm to both the Road Scene and to the Village Conservation Area. It was NOTED that this secondary fencing sat in excess of two metres from the property limit: It is not the “roadside-adjacent barrier” so is not limited to the 1m height allowed without permission in a Conservation Area, but appears to meet the 2m allowable height restriction for non-roadside fences. Given the recognition of harm and the lack of enforcement shown to date by RBC Planning with regard to many parts of this development Council decided not to pursue an active objection to this perceived new addition, but to NOTE dissatisfaction with how RBC Planning had failed to supervise this project, the manner in which repeated variances or additions by the Developer had been ignored or retrospectively allowed and the ecological and environmental damage allowed by RBC, including ongoing and unregulated light pollution emanating from non-approved house, garden & tree lighting. 
M729)
Finance
A
Finance Updates 






i) Asset Register
Valuation of Village Hall   (Cllrs Goddard & Jackson)
RICS-based estimates for an indicative Village Hall rebuild/replacement value were required (for Insurance purposes). One indicative value of £800K had been received earlier. Cllr Jackson reported that a local Developer had offered his guidance with a figure of £650K and the Clerk advised he had also obtained a guidance figure of £450K. Since these numbers differed substantially, the Council decided further enquires were needed.

OUTCOME   The Clerk was requested to contact the current Insurer (Zurich) to discuss and agree an RCIS-based replacement value estimate for Insurance purposes.

Concern was raised about the propriety of obtaining advice from a local developer.            Discussion followed on the appropriate process to be followed when the Council sought advice/guidance on financial estimates. It was agreed that a high risk existed of creating a reputation-damaging perception amongst residents if advice was sought from sources who were submitting, or might in future submit, items for future consideration by the Council (for example planning applications). It was further recognised that action by individual Councillors, even if inadvertent, could damage the Council as a whole. Perceived or undeclared conflict-of-interest by individual Councillors could be highly prejudicial to the Council’s reputation for proper business conduct.

OUTCOMES    

· Councillors to remain aware that all their activities on behalf of Council were required to align fully with the Nolan Principles and “the perceptions of the man on the Clapham omnibus”.

·   Councillors to consider all non-pecuniary Interest Declarations and to seek guidance from the Clerk if required on agenda item participation.
ii) Finance Protocols

Expense & Minor Items Claims (Cllr Clark)
The recommended operational protocols had been circulated prior to the meeting. Council RESOLVED to accept both the recommended submission processes and maintenance of the two-person authority-level whilst also now facilitating between-meeting discretionary purchases.

iii) Paddock Rental Agreement




(RFO)

The RFO informed Council that a recent conversation with the Land Agent for the Estate had been very promising, and that an allocation should be considered within the 2021-22 project budgets to ensure funds were available to secure this agreement.

Further discussions will take place during February 2021.
iv) 2021-22 Project Funds
 Funding from Reserves.     (Cllr Clark / RFO)
Cllr David Clark noted that a substantial sum was still left in the 2020-21 project allocation, and that with the return of the VH “Loan” around £6k might be in surplus going into 2021-22.  To that end any Councillor or Parishioner projects that met with  Council support could also be financially-supported if so required, in line with the agreed aim of trying to reduce the overall Council Reserve to a ceiling around £18kboth 2020-21 and for the 2021-22 budget round. As previously agreed by Council, the majority of project funding for 2021-22 will be supported by a transfer from Council Reserves as appropriate.
B)
Financial Statements





Cllr Clark & RFO
i) Council NOTED the NatWest Current Account & Closure Processes
a) Balance


£ NIL (Closure cheque for £61.39* Received and deposited in Unity a/c)
b) Movements

£3151.39 to Unity Trust Account (plus *)
c) Notifications

CA+ Payroll & PWLB arrangements made
ii) Council Noted the Unity Trust Bank (as at 11/01/21) 

All totals remain viewable by all Cllrs online as required
i) “Current” #936




£4,386.47
ii) “Reserve” #965




£19,580.30
iii) “New De-Fib” #952 




£2,486.51 
iv) 
Accounts Fully Operable and all transfers now completed.

v) conclusion of process to provide Cllr John Jennings with online access to all accounts (to view)
vi) mandates set-up for S/O’s & D.D. for : -
a. PWLB Direct debit with Unity Bank - next payment due March 2021.

b. HMRC beneficiary set-up to make payment on receipt of Clerk expenses claim form.  Payment due by 22/1 (£123)                   Resolved to pay
c. Community Accounting Plus - new standing order mandate set up from January
iii) Co-Op ex-Defib 
(balance statement on £4k PC Loan to VHMC) 
Cllr Clark advised the meeting that after recent transactions a balance of £679.54 remained available to the VH from the original £4k “Loan” 
iv) VHMC Loan Account (held in Co-Op ex-Defib Account as above)

It was RESOLVED that once the VHMC had established their bank accounts and repaid £4k loan Co-Op Cllr Clark (sole signatory) is authorised to close the account and transfer funds to Unity Trust.
Action Cllr Jennings: 
 -Confirm what (if any) records required from CBPC to support loan transactions.


 Confirm when outstanding PWLB payments to CBPC will be made.
C) 
Council NOTED and APPROVED Items due for settlement before 31.1.2021

i)
Clerks Salary S/O
(January)



(£280.00)

ii) 
To Note HMRC PAYE Q3 settlement 


(£213.00)

iii)
Litter-Pick Sticks (WhatApp Pickers / D Lambert)

(£124.14)

Pending Liability NOTED

iv)
The RFO NOTED that we did not appear ton have received the second instalment invoice from Streetwise for the 2021 Mowing season, so would contact them to confirm. 

D)
(i) Financial Reporting Systems and any Due Items


Cllr Clark

Cllr Clark confirmed that the new accounting system is developed  - 

· all transactions for 2020/21 inputted to test the system based upon agreed precept budget head allocations

· The system provides for timely payment and settlement of Clerk’s expenses; facilitation of payment, clearly recorded & separated items. 
· Budget management and Reporting

It was RESOLVED that the current accounting system be continued to this financial year end and that the new system will be used at the start of the new financial year (2021/22) 


Council NOTED and APPROVED template-forms circulated prior to the meeting


Completed Forms will be submitted to each meeting as appropriate for approval.

a)
Clerks Claim Form



Pre-circulated as Appendix 1
b)
Interim Payment Reconciliation Form
Pre-circulated as Appendix 2
(ii) End of Financial year budget projection:   Cllr Clark tabled the following :-
· Current Expenditure 

£7486.33
· Current year Income

£11400.53 (precept + vat reclaim)
· Surplus (current)


£3914.20
· To end of year Exp. projection
£2122.00
· VHMC Loan settlement due
£4000.00
· VHMC - PWLB contribution
£528.86
· In year budget surplus available for projects expenditure:  circa £1800.00
With VHMC Loan settlement + PWLB contribution (+£4.5k)   circa £6.3k

Action: Cllrs to table potential projects with indicative costings

All Cllrs
M730)
Environmental Community Actions (ECAs)


Cllr Jennings
Cllr Jennings reported that consideration of local Flooding Issues would feature in future ECA Reports. The ongoing National Lockdown had sadly compromised work on the project with the School, as outlined in the last meeting, but that and other potential collaborative project-opportunities awaited at the end of lockdown. The WhatsApp Litter Group were thanked for their efforts around the village, assisted by the new sturdier sticks purchased on Councils behalf for the group with the support of Cllr Mcguirk, for whose support the group were most thankful.
M731)
Parishioners Questions / Notifications
(As notified 24hrs ahead of the meeting)

i)
Mud on Road / Damage to Footpaths / Bridleways

Clerk

The Clerk reported communications from parishioners with regard to excessive mud on New Road and Owthorpe Road and substantive degradation and/or ploughing up of footpaths below St Marys Church, off Owthorpe Road & towards the solar array. In answer to an article by landowners complaining about ramblers trampling crops by “widening paths” to walk clear of mud-bogs local Resident Jan Lindsay had her “riposte” published in the national press. Clerk to remind all locals to keep to paths and farmers to help maintain / restore signed footpaths as appropriate. 


ii)
Damage to & Rubbish at St Mary’s Church


Clerk

Further communication had been received about individuals climbing on the walls of St Marys / moving stones. Clerk will request parishioner help via Village Update in trying to help prevent any further damage to, or inappropriate activity at, St Mary’s.  

M732)
Councillors Urgent Items


(None notified ahead of the meeting)
M733)
Council NOTED the Dates of Future Meetings:
2021 Meetings
(all Mondays from 7pm)
March 1
FAG March 22    April 12(a)
 May 24(b)
June 28 
August 2 
September 6
October 11
FAG October 25
November 8
December 13
(a) April 12 also Annual Parish Meeting. Open Electors session, Annual reports & updates. 

(b) May 29 Parish Council Annual Meeting. Election of Officers, Portfolio Leads & Budgets. 
There being no further business scheduled for discussion the Chair thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 2056hrs

Signed
_____________________________

Dated
______/_________/________
Nige Mayglothling, Clerk to Colston Bassett Parish Council

info@colstonbassettparishcouncil.co.uk
5 Church Gate, Colston Bassett NG12 3FP
Tel: 01949 81549 / 07484 282584

